ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA
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The Beyer & Preissner family
by the Kerchis family
, 2013
Eugene Kupchik by his family
Sid Riendeau
by his wife Paule�e
Tony Spasiano
by Bob & Lynda Bonato
, 2013
Alice Flynn
2013
No morning Mass
St. Mary Parish
St. Mary Parish
December 25, 2013
Amy Buckley
by the Peterson family
Douglas Cox by his mother
r 26, 2013
Timothy Kelly
r 27, 2013
Florence Larkin (5th anniversary)
by her friend Clara
r , 2013
Antoine�e Maras by her family
r 29, 2013

Readings for the Week of December 22, 2013
Sunday:
Is 7:10-14/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
Monday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday:
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or
1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Thursday:
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
Friday:
1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a and 2-8
Saturday:
1 Jn 1:5--2:2/Mt 2:13-18
Next Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15,
19-23
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The sanctuary candle will burn this week in memory of:
Ed Welcome
This is a venerable tradi�on and we ask you to keep him
in your prayers.

CHRISTMAS
Christmas Eve—Tuesday, December 24
4:00 PM, 10:00 PM
Christmas Day—Wednesday, December 25
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM
New Year’s Eve—Tuesday, December 31
4:00 PM
New Year’s Day—Wednesday, January 1
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM

LEARN HOW TO SAVE $$$$ IN WRAPPING BEAUTIFUL
GIFTS AND HAVE A BEAUTIFUL PLANET.
When you wrap gi�s with an eco-friendly ﬂair, you can
save serious dollars and the environment at the same
�me. Your gi�s will be stylish and one of a kind! Use
items you have on hand instead of buying paper and
bows. For speciﬁc occasions, try lunch sacks, jars, cup
cake liners, coﬀee mugs, maps or felt just to name a few.
The possibili�es are endless, check out some of these
ideas, by visi�ng squidoo.comecofriendlygi�wrapping or
call Clara at 860-673-0756.

Parish Support December 15, 2013
Weekly
On-line giving

<see printed copy>
<see printed copy>
Total

<see printed copy>

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
If you have Christmas greeting cards
that you would be discarding a�er this year's holiday,
please donate them instead to the box in the Fr. Golas
Gathering Space for a project for next year's 2014 Chil
dren's Christmas Party at the K of C. We will be using the
cards to teach the kids how to "sew" them together to
make a box. All sizes of cards are welcome. NO enve
lopes, please; just cards. Many thanks from Olivia Ger
mano and Lynne Murphy.

For all College Students

Weekend College Retreat at Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center
February 7 - 9, 2014

College is a great �me but it can also be stressful and
bring up serious ques�ons about morality and service,
community and faith. This retreat is designed to provide
an open and welcoming atmosphere where college stu
dents can honestly reﬂect upon and examine the im
portant aspects of faith, prayer, Church, service, and spir
ituality.
For
more
informa�on
visit
www.holyfamilyretreat.org/college-weekend-retreat. If
you would like to share this opportunity with your fellow
students please let me know and I can send you ﬂyers
and registra�on forms for your campus ministry/student
ac�vi�es oﬃces. If you know a college student that
would beneﬁt from this experience encourage them to
a�end. If you have any ques�ons or would like to a�end
please contact Amanda McCaﬀrey 860-716-4978 or
st.marys.peerconnec�ons@gmail.com
A Family Perspective
by Bud Ozar
The child born to Jesus and Mary was named Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us.” Every child is EMMANU
AL, reminding us “God is with us.” Children are signs of
God’s con�nuing presence in our lives.

DECEMBER 22, 2013
.
Bullletin
article deadline for the new year.
Beginning January 1 please submit all bulle�n ar�cles 10
days prior to publica�on. For example, ar�cles for the
bulle�n of January 19 should be submi�ed by 9:00 a.m.
Friday, January 10. Please list the date the ar�cle should
be published and include a contact name and number.
Call Paula at the rectory 860 673-2422 with ques�ons.
Thank you for your coopera�on.

Sponsor Certificates
We are frequently asked to provide cer�ﬁcates of eligibil
ity for persons asked to be sponsors for bap�sm and con
ﬁrma�on and ﬁnd there is a great deal of misinforma�on
and misunderstanding concerning this. A sponsor cer�ﬁ
ca�on does not mean that the applicant was bap�zed
and/or conﬁrmed at St. Mary Parish. It a�ests that one is
a registered member of a parish and a convinced Catholic
a�emp�ng to live the faith by regular par�cipa�on at
Sunday Eucharist, the Mass, and witness to our faith by
example and prac�ce. A sponsor at bap�sm and/or con
ﬁrma�on accepts responsibility for an ongoing interest
and willingness to assist in the spiritual growth and for
ma�on of the person sponsored in the Catholic faith.
Therefore, a sponsor at these sacraments must be Catho
lic. A maid/matron of honor and best man at a wedding
are oﬃcial witnesses to the couple making their marriage
vows. One need not be Catholic for his responsibility and
no sponsor cer�ﬁcate is required.

Vocations
Stop asking for a sign and become one. Consider becom
ing a priest or religious. Call Fr. Anthony Smith, Director
of Voca�ons, Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas Semi
nary, tel 860 761-7456 or email voca�ons@aohct.org

St. Mary parish family welcomes through the sacrament
of bap�sm:
Christmas Quips
Q. Why are Christmas trees such bad kni�ers?
A. They are always dropping their needles.

Q. How do you know when Santa’s in the room?
A. You can sense his presents.
Q. Why did the gingerbread man go to the doctor?
A. He was feeling crumby.

Thomas Joseph Dean

The rectory office will be closed on
Tuesday,
December 24 and Wednesday, December 25
in observance of the Christmas holiday and will
re-open at 9:00 am. Thursday,.

